fae Secure 


CONSOLIDATED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 
LINDBERGH FIELD, SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 


COPY CONFIDENT TAR 


Prom ‘these méh -obtained information the accident wes 


due to the failure of: the: port motor, which had had $265 hours and the usuel 


20 hour inspections. -I sathered it had never been torn Gown. “It was, of 


5 ps Apropos of 


ty 


course, one of the. two uSual Pratt 


this power,’ I shali append few remarks, Later: (I examined the motor 
+085, they had not yet ‘been added up es to hours: but were -otherwise wells 
cept. Wevaddéd» up the hours:on that port motor then and: 'there.. Does 
this suggest any thing.) 

I may Say to begin with, thet Mr. Sewell impresses me very 
with greyish hair; 


ad, tle is- ar honest blue-eyed 


favorably, -ind 


mature in years and in Judgment, calm, unruffled snd highly competent. 


The fault-for this acetéent was Most certainly not his. The eredit for 
having gotten this huge “sedpiane out-of a wholly impossible. situation, 
without. the loss of life: tnd without any Injury’ to a sinfie person 
carried, is his and his dlone.: So. far as he LS concerned, the accident 
Wes anv ACt of Gods) just one of ‘those things s The Cause of the eccidént 
Was a swallowed: valve in’ Ws cylinder. This valve: was pounded" between 


nder head, shearing ‘of fi-tiie Valve stem and: portions 


g 


the pistom anë cy] 
of the- pistons. .the tylinder head, of coursé, Was: split; the starboard 
Motor: yas, unable-to even Stretch the giide‘to water, ‘which at the “point of 


tanding was-less than four mies distant. Mechanic Kodis ssi neither 


he nor anyone else in thë sip,- was- hürt or é badly shaken sap ys thet 
there. wWasno’ panie; thatcakl ‘the pussengers. were ready to Tiy again 
night after. the aecident ahd: took everything «quite as 2 matter of Course; 


the Women did ot ‘even whimoer. when it is Tremenbered how, €asiiysuen 


én accident ‘might: resulted: in the toasting alive of the entirederew ann 


passengers, tho absolute destruction. of the ship, and tie morai dañage ` 


3 Aaa 
pcr ain tragedy, 1t-seems.to'me.Pilot Serwetki deserves honor 


i 


ons of gas, 40 gallons 
5 


igers and three of the crew. 


‘the southern 
-near Batabano, cut overland to 
AME Gia he haa als 
@ within gliding distance 
nts on this occasion 
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getting back efter these deflections, dropped him some 2,000 feet, 
taken in connection with the strong down draft which was working on 
him ail the time. Some four miles from water, he had settled to a 
little over 20U feet, still feit that he could make it, but feared 

the housetops in his path. So, very wiseiy, Pilot Sewell, unwilling 
to gamble, caring less for his reputation as to crashes than for the 
lives of his passengers, decided to sit down in the nearest available 
fieid. The anchor and all the baggage had been thrown overboard miles 
behind. By the way, when the 100 pound anchor was jettisoned, the 
Ship immediately began to climb, but not for long. Kodis, the mechanic, 
did all the baggage chucking, and referred to himself as the "baggage 
Smasher". The baggage, by the way, was right royally smashed and 
Scattered over miles of Cuban countryside, and in one of the articles 
of baggage were the entire Savings of Mechanic Neff, some $1,000. 

It speaks well for the Cuban police that every single article of 

this baggage, smashed as to container but intact otherwise, was 
gathered up and not one package was lost nor one penny. Sewell very 
wisely when some thirty feet above the ground, let the ship drop, 

tall first, and although ne did a 90° ground loop and ended up bound 
at right angles to the direction of original landing, the major 

damage was the stripping of the wooden keel and the folding of the 
wings, without real effect on the structural integrity of the utteriy 
marvelous metal boat body. If there ever was a demonstration in favor 
of metal equipment, here it is. A wooden boat would have burst into 
thousands of splinters and nearly everyone inside would have been cut 
and stabbed. Not a singie metal structural member punctured or cut 
nyone within. This, I feel, is a little short of marvelous. I am 


sing a photograph showing a general view of the wreck. It seems 
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unharmed and 


after 


accident the 


